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CHAP.   Imperial Government, however mistaken in refusing
vn*    to annex New Guinea, could scarcely endorse the
action of the  Queensland  Government  without
establishing the principle that any one of a dozen
colonial governments  might commit the  British
electorate to indefinite charges.    The position was
one which no British Government could justify to
Parliament, and no Parliament to its constituents.
But that was not all    The annexation attempted
by the Queensland Government and those desired
by the New Zealand Parliament had, in order to
become effective, to be notified to foreign powers,
and, unless or until Queensland had first secured
recognition as an independent state, that notification
could only be made by the British Government on
its own responsibility.    But it is seldom possible
for one government to take something which other
governments want without provoking those other
governments to follow suit    When Germany took
Kiauchow, 'Russia promptly secured Port Arthur,
and Britain Wei-hai-Wei.    And so  had Britain
notified the seizure of "New Guinea and of all the
unoccupied isles of the Pacific without the previous
knowledge and assent of the other world powers,
Germany and France might have followed suit in
Africa, and Russia on the frontiers of Turkey or
India.    A. general   scramble  might have ensued
which might conceivably have led to a war in which
Europe, and  not  impossibly the  United   States,
would have been allied against the British Common-
wealth.     Against such forces  and in  a struggle
brought   on   by its  own   action   the   Common-
wealth might easily have  perished,   but  in any
case the cost, which would  have been  gigantic,